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Media Release 

Third Meeting of the Sub-Regional Ministerial Steering Committee (MSC) on Transboundary Haze Pollution
1. The Third Meeting of the Sub-Regional Ministerial Steering Committee (MSC) on Transboundary Haze Pollution was held on 20 June 2007 in Jambi, Indonesia. 

2. The MSC recognises the urgency and importance of regional preparedness to tackle land and forest fires and transboundary haze pollution in the coming dry season.

3. The MSC expressed satisfaction over the significant progress on the operationalisation of Indonesia’s Plan of Action. The MSC noted the collaboration between Indonesia and Singapore in Jambi Province including a Master Plan which has been jointly developed to tackle land and forest fires in Muaro Jambi Regency. The Master Plan will be reviewed by Indonesia. The MSC also noted that the collaboration between Indonesia and Malaysia in Riau Province covers capacity building, fire prevention, peatland management, and socialisation and awareness in dealing with land and forest fires and transboundary haze pollution.
4. The MSC noted that finalisation of the Memorandum of Understanding/Letter of Intent is important to enable the implementation of the activities under the collaboration. 

5. The MSC noted that the operationalisation of Indonesia’s PoA from January 2007 to date has successfully reduced the number of hotspot compared to the same period in 2005 (by 53%) and 2006 (by 58%).
6. The MSC noted Indonesia’s proposal on the Regional Mechanism to Certify Product Produced Using Sustainable Forest/Plantation Management Practices. The MSC noted Indonesia’s proposal that zero burning technique should be included  as part of the certification criteria.  The MSC further noted that regional cooperation on mechanism to certify products using sustainable forest management practices is being dealt with under the Pan-ASEAN Timber Certification Initiative under the ASEAN Senior Officials on Forestry. 
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