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1. TOWARDS AN ASEAN SECURITY
COMMUNITY

The 9th ASEAN Summit, held in Bali on 7 October
2003, adopted the Declaration of ASEAN Concord
II (Bali Concord II), which reaffirmed the ASEAN
Vision 2020's commitment towards advancing
ASEAN as a concert of Southeast Asian nations,
bonded together in partnership in dynamic
development and in a community of caring societies.

Under the Bali Concord II, the ASEAN Leaders
pledged to achieve an ASEAN Community by the
year 2020, which would rest on the three pillars of
ASEAN Security Community (ASC), ASEAN
Economic Community (AEC) and ASEAN Socio-
cultural Community (ASCC).  The Leaders envisaged
that the ASC would bring ASEAN's political and
security cooperation to a higher plane and would
ensure that ASEAN Member Countries live in peace
with one another and in peace with the world in a
just, democratic and harmonious environment.

Through the ASC, ASEAN Member Countries have
reaffirmed that their security is fundamentally linked

to one another and bound by geographic location,
common vision and objectives.  The ASC subscribes
to the principle of comprehensive security as having
broad political, economic, social and cultural aspects
rather than to a defence pact, military alliance or a
joint foreign policy.  The ASC would rely exclusively
on peaceful means in the settlement of intra-regional
differences.

Efforts are underway to formulate the Plan of Action
for the ASEAN Security Community for the
consideration of the 10th ASEAN Summit in
November 2004.  The ASEAN Foreign Ministers
Retreat, held in Ha Long Bay, Viet Nam, on 4 March
2004, exchanged views on Indonesia's draft Plan
of Action of the ASEAN Security Community.  The
draft has also been discussed by the ASEAN Senior
Officials on several occasions.

2. ASEAN REGIONAL FORUM

The ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) continued to
promote political and security dialogue and
cooperation towards consolidating trust and
confidence among the countries in the Asia Pacific
region. The Bali Concord II has affirmed that the
development of the ASC should enable ASEAN to
demonstrate greater capacity and responsibility to
serve as the primary driving force of the ARF.

The ASEAN Regional Forum Senior Officials Meeting
(ARF-SOM) was held in Yogyakarta on 12 May
2004.  The Meeting exchanged views on recent
regional and international issues and agreed that,
on balance, the security outlook for Asia and the
Pacific was generally positive and stable.  Relations
among the major powers continued to improve
while regional states were preoccupied with
economic cooperation and development. The
Meeting reaffirmed the pivotal role that the ARF was
playing in the maintenance of peace and security
being the only multilateral security dialogue process
in the region. The Meeting discussed recent
developments in the Korean Peninsula, particularly
on the progress of work of the Six Party Talks, the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, the



on-going regional cooperation to counter terrorism
and transnational crime, and efforts to implement
the ASEAN-China Declaration on the Conduct of
Parties in the South China Sea.

The ARF Inter-sessional Support Group on
Confidence Building Measures (ISG-CBM), co-
chaired by the Union of Myanmar and the People's
Republic of China, held its first and second meetings
for the 2003-2004 inter-sessional year in Beijing on
19-22 November 2003 and in Yangon on 11-14
April 2004, respectively.  The ISG-CBM reviewed
the ARF confidence-building activities and discussed
various proposals to advance the ARF process into
preventive diplomacy.  On both occasions, Defence
Officials' Dialogues were convened.  Interaction
among defence officials within the ARF framework
is an important step to enhance confidence-building
and transparency among ARF countries.

The Second ARF Inter-sessional Meeting on
Counter-Terrorism and Transnational Crime (ISM-
CTTC) was held in Manila on 30-31 March 2004.
It was co-chaired by the Philippines and the Russian
Federation.  The ISM focused on enhancing

transport security on the road, rail, air, sea, and
multi-modal means of transportation. A draft ARF
Statement on Strengthening Transport Security
against International Terrorism is being finalized for
adoption by the 11th ARF in July 2004.

The ARF organized the Workshop on "Civil-Military
Relations and the Rule of Law" in Bandar Seri
Begawan on 11-12 February 2004, co-chaired by
Brunei Darussalam and the United States, and the
ARF Workshop on Preventive Diplomacy held in
Tokyo on 16-17 March 2004 co-chaired by Japan
and Thailand.

The ASEAN Senior Officials, at their meeting in
Jakarta on 20-21 February 2004, recognized the
growing importance of the ARF and agreed to
establish an ARF Unit within the ASEAN Secretariat.
Pursuant to the decision of the 9th Meeting of the
ARF, held in Bandar Seri Begawan on 31 July 2002,
endorsing the recommendations of Brunei
Darussalam's Paper on Stock-taking of the ARF
Process, the ASEAN Secretariat has been mandated
to assist the ARF Chair in coordinating the work of
the ARF, particularly in the performance of the ARF
Chair's enhanced role. Starting in 2004, the ASEAN
Secretariat attended the ISG-CBM and ISM-CTTC
meetings in addition to its usual attendance at the
ARF Ministerial and ARF Senior Officials Meetings.

3. TREATY OF AMITY AND
COOPERATION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

The continuing relevance of the Treaty of Amity and
Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC) as an
instrument of peace and security in inter-state
relations in the region has been strengthened.
Pursuant to the First and the Second Protocols
Amending the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in
Southeast Asia, which provided that States outside
Southeast Asia may accede to the Treaty, the
People's Republic of China and the Government
of the Republic India acceded to the TAC on 8
October 2003 in conjunction with the ASEAN-China
and ASEAN-India Summits held in Bali on the same
day. On the occasion of the ASEAN-Japan
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Commemorative Summit, held in Tokyo on 12
December 2003, Japan signed the Declaration on
the Accession to the Treaty of Amity and
Cooperation to express its intention to accede to
the TAC upon completion of its necessary domestic
procedures. Other countries have also expressed
interest in acceding the TAC.

The Bali Concord II states that the High Council of
the TAC will be a principal instrument of the ASC
since it reflects ASEAN's commitment to resolve
all differences, disputes and conflicts peacefully.

4. TREATY ON THE SOUTHEAST ASIA
NUCLEAR WEAPON-FREE ZONE

The ASEAN Member Countries continued to observe
their undertakings under the Treaty on the Southeast
Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ), which
came into force on 27 March 1997. The Bali
Concord II reaffirms ASEAN's commitment to remain
free of all weapons of mass destruction.

The SEANWFZ Treaty is ASEAN's concrete
contribution to the progress towards general and
complete disarmament of nuclear weapons and to
the promotion of international peace and security.
The Treaty is consistent with Article VII of the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty, which recognizes the right
of any group of states to conclude regional treaties
in order to assume the total absence of nuclear
weapons in their respective territories. Consultations
between ASEAN and the Nuclear Weapon States
(NWS) continued with a view to facilitating the latter's
signing of the Protocol to the SEANWFZ Treaty.

5. SOUTH CHINA SEA

Efforts continued to realize the objectives of the
ASEAN-China Declaration on the Conduct of Parties
in the South China Sea, which was signed in Phnom
Penh on 4 November 2002.  The ASEAN Claimant
States held a meeting in Putrajaya on 6 April 2004
to discuss the appropriate course of action for the
realization of the Declaration. The Declaration
provides that pending the peaceful settlement of

territorial and jurisdictional disputes, the Parties
concerned undertake to (a) hold dialogues and
exchange of views; (b) to exercise self-restraint,
including from inhabiting the presently uninhabited
islands, reefs, shoals, cays and other features; (c)
ensure just and humane treatment of all persons
who are either in danger or in distress; (d) notify
other parties concerned of any impending
joint/combined military exercise; and (e) exchange
relevant information.

The Parties also agreed to explore or undertake
cooperative activities in the following areas: (a)
marine environmental protection; (b) marine scientific
research; (c) safety of navigation and communication
at sea; (d) search and rescue operation; and (e)
combating transnational crime, including but not
limited to trafficking in illicit drugs, piracy and armed
robbery at sea, and illegal traffic in arms.

6. COUNTER-TERRORISM

International terrorism remains a major challenge.
The Bali Concord II called for further strengthening
of national and regional capacities to counter
terrorism and other transnational crimes.  ASEAN's
counter-terrorism efforts have been guided by the
ASEAN Leaders' Declaration on Joint Action to
Counter Terrorism of 2001 and the Declaration on
Terrorism of 2002.

The ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational
Crime (AMMTC) and its subsidiary body, the Senior
Officials Meeting on Transnational Crime (SOMTC),
have been implementing the Terrorism Component
of the Work Programme to Implement the ASEAN
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Plan of Action to Combat Transnational Crime,
which was adopted in May 2002. The Work
Programme outlines six areas of cooperation as
follows: information exchange; cooperation in legal
matters; cooperation in law enforcement matters;
institutional capacity building; training; and extra-
regional cooperation. ASEAN Member Countries
have either signed/ratified or considering acceding
to some of the 12 international conventions and
protocols relating to terrorism. The 3rd Annual
SOMTC, which was held in Hanoi in June 2003,
agreed on the establishment of a network of focal
points within ASEAN to deal with post-terrorist
attacks.

ASEAN police and law enforcement officials have
agreed to establish national counter terrorism task
forces to strengthen regional cooperation in counter
terrorism.  Collaboration could be in the form of, but
not limited to identifying, pursuing and apprehending
suspects, examination of witnesses, searching and
seizing evidence, evacuating and treating of victims,
forensic and crime laboratory.

In addition, ASEAN immigration authorities have
agreed to assist and coordinate with the other
ASEAN law enforcement authorities to prevent the
movement of terrorists and deter cross-border
terrorism by working towards the establishment of
intelligence units in their respective agencies to
tackle trafficking in persons, human smuggling and
terrorism. They have also set up an ASEAN focal
point directory for ASEAN immigration authorities
to exchange information.

The following capacity-building activities were
undertaken: Workshop on Combating International
Terrorism, 20-23 January 2003, Jakarta; ASEAN
Workshop on Counter-Terrorism, 18-20 August
2003, Kuala Lumpur; Workshop on Counter-
Terrorism - Managing Civil Aviation Security in
Turbulent Times, 21-25 July 2003, Singapore;
ASEAN - China Workshop on Law Enforcement
Cooperation Against Transnational Crime, 24-30
August 2003, Beijing; ASEANAPOL Counter-
Terrorism Workshop on Intelligence Analysis, 22-
26 September 2003, Singapore;  Foundation Course
for Senior Officials in the Theory of Counter Terrorism

Recognition and Multilateral Collaboration, organized
by ASEAN and AusAID, 12-13 February 2004,
Jakarta; ASEANAPOL Counter-Terrorism Workshop
on Post-Blast Investigation, 16-20 February 2004,
Singapore; and ASEANAPOL Counter-Terrorism
Workshop on Countermeasures for Explosives and
Suicide Bombers, 22-25 March 2004.

The mechanisms for ASEAN Plus Three (China,
Japan and the Republic of Korea) cooperation in
counter-terrorism have been initiated.  On 9-10
January 2004, the First ASEAN Plus Three Ministerial
Meeting on Transnational Crime was held in
Bangkok.  It was preceded by the ASEAN Plus
Three Senior Officials Consultation held in June
2003 in Ha Noi.

Implementation of the following joint undertakings
continued: Joint Declaration of ASEAN and China
on Cooperation in the Field of Non-Traditional
Security Issues and its Memorandum of
Understanding adopted on 4 November 2002 and
10 January 2004, respectively; the ASEAN-EU Joint
Declaration on Cooperation to Combat Terrorism,
adopted on 28 January 2003; the ASEAN-US Joint
Declaration for Cooperation to Combat International
Terrorism, signed on 1 August 2002; and the
ASEAN-India Joint Declaration on Cooperation to
Combat Terrorism, adopted on 8 October 2003.
The 10th ASEAN Regional Forum, held in Phnom
Penh in June 2003, issued the ARF Statement on
Cooperative Counter-Terrorist Action on Border
Security.
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